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SAIC Expression of Interest (EOI) – Applicant Template
Collaborative Research and Innovation Projects – 2026
This template sets out the information required to submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) to SAIC. Applicants should keep responses concise and proportionate.
· Call opens: 22 May 2026
· Call closes: 26 June 2026 (23:59) 
Please ensure you read the guidance notes in full before completing this form. 
Please complete all parts of the form and return it to info@saicinnovation.org.uk before the closing date. 

Eligibility Checklist (tick all that apply)
Please confirm that your project meets the following eligibility requirements:
☐ The project is collaborative and involves two or more partners.
☐ The project is industry-led 
☐ Academic-led (industry leadership is permitted).
☐ The project will start at Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 4 or above.
☐ The project addresses a clear priority challenge or opportunity for Scottish aquaculture.
☐ The project includes a minimum match funding ratio of 1:1.15.
☐ Appropriate technical, scientific or innovation capability is included within the consortium.
☐ Intellectual Property will be retained by the project partners under fair and transparent arrangements.


VAT Declaration
☐ The applicant confirms that: VAT has only been included in project costs where it is non recoverable


1. Project Overview
Project title:
Lead organisation:
Project partners:
Project duration (months):
Proposed project start date:
TRL at project start (minimum TRL 4):



2. Project Summary (max. 250 words)
Provide a clear, plain‑English summary of the project, including the sector challenge being addressed, the proposed innovation, and the anticipated benefits for Scottish aquaculture.
[Applicant response – max 250 words]



3. Sector Challenge and Need (max. 300 words)
Describe the problem or opportunity the project is addressing. Explain why this is important for Scottish aquaculture and why the proposed work would not proceed at pace without SAIC support.
[Applicant response – max 300 words]



4. Proposed Innovation and Technical Approach (max. 400 words)
Describe the proposed innovation or novel approach. Explain the current TRL, the intended TRL progression during the project, and why the approach is technically credible.
[Applicant response – max 400 words]



5. Collaboration and Partner Roles (max. 250 words)
Describe the project consortium, the role of each partner, and why collaboration is necessary for successful delivery.
[Applicant response – max 250 words]



6. Outputs, Outcomes and Impact (max. 300 words)
Summarise the key outputs and outcomes expected from the project. Describe anticipated economic, environmental, operational or productivity impacts for Scottish aquaculture and the wider sector.
[Applicant response – max 300 words]



7. Project Deliverability and Risks (max. 250 words)
Briefly describe the delivery plan, including key activities, milestones and timescales. Identify the main delivery risks and how these will be managed.
[Applicant response – max 250 words]


8. Funding Request and Match Funding
SAIC funding is awarded on a matched basis. Applicants must demonstrate a minimum match funding ratio of 1:1.15 (i.e. £1 of SAIC funding requested requires at least £1.15 from project partners).
	Item
	Amount (£)
	Notes

	Total Eligible Project Costs (excluding any recoverable VAT)
	
	

	SAIC funding requested
	
	Indicative maximum 50% for SMEs

	SAIC funding requested
	
	Universities, research institutes - 80% FEC where applicable

	Total match funding
	
	Minimum 1:1.15 required


9. Intellectual Property
Confirm that Intellectual Property generated through the project will be retained by the project partners and that appropriate, fair and transparent IP arrangements are in place or will be agreed prior to full application.
[Applicant response – brief confirmation]


10. Declaration
I confirm that the information provided in this Expression of Interest is accurate to the best of my knowledge and that the project meets the eligibility criteria set out in the SAIC EOI call.
Name:
Organisation:
Role:
Date:
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